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this Church, although it is 'without spot or blemish' and contains
within~ itself only the genuine followers of Christ, is yet not ideal,
but real/not invisible., but visible, for it exists and has existed
wherever the Christian life has been lived and is being lived;rit
is known, however, only to God, and will never come visibly to-
gether until the final clay of human history.2 This is the 'catholic5
or 'universal' Church, the 'Communion of all faithful people5.3

The third use of the word 'Church' is to describe the individual
commiirirties or cong^ations intq^whicli^the^universal Church is
*33^3ecir*Sil^Ttrie"""power of the keys was given by Christ to all
*ffie~Apostles, it was given in them to all believers. The keys are
the preaching of the pure Gospel and the liberation and comfort-
ing of the sou!3 which thus belongs to all believers. This is
Zwingli's conception of the 'Priesthood of all believers'. This
means that a community, or Gemeinde., formed of believers, is, in
virtue of the priestly office attaching to each member, autonomous,
and each Gemeinde has exactly the same amount of authority and
power as each other Gemeinde. It organizes itself, therefore, and
controls the lives of its members without interference from any
outside agency or person, although it uses only spiritual weapons
to enforce its will. Although all Christians are pries ts3the)Lare
1^' therefore no man mayjake the^office
S himself. If a man is called to preach by

Christ, he is appointed as preacher by the Gemeinde^ which is
entrusted by God with the right to recognize and legitimize his
call. In effect, thus, the Gemeinde has full powers to choose and
dismiss its preachers, though it is those, and only those, who have
received God's special gift for the purpose who are to be chosen
by it. While the preachers are in office, the message which they
preach is to be tested by the Gemeinde., and any other preacher
whose message does not conform to the proper standard is, of
course, dismissed by the Gemeinde.^

Both the universal Church and the individual Gemeinde are con-
trolled and regulated by the Word of God. The universal Church
derives all its authority, as we have seen (on p. 75), from its un-
swerving obedience to the will of God revealed in His Word, and,
in fact, ceases to be the true Church and becomes instead the
'nominal5 Church as soon as it departs in any particular from that

, 1 Vbi Christo vivitur, III, 750. (de vera et falsa Religions, 1525.)

Mil, 751; cf. 11,

4 For a full account of Zwingli's doctrine of the Church, vide A. Famer, Die Lehre
wn. Kirche vnd Stoat bei gwngli, Erster Teil,